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The Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries is proud 
to recognize Carl Underhill for over forty-five years 
of service to the Broward County Library. Carl’s 
dedication and service has changed lives and made 
the Fort Lauderdale library community a welcoming 
place to learn and grow. 

It was 1977. Star Wars was just 
released in theaters, British Air-
ways inaugurated a supersonic 
air service called “the Con-
cord”, and a recent high school 
graduate named Carl Underhill 
started his first job at the East 
Regional Library in Florida. 

 

“I had studied library science for four years in high 
school and worked with audio visual equipment. My 
dad had worked for the city and I decided to seek a 
job there too. I was hired as a library page. Everyone 
was so friendly. We weren’t even allowed to check 
out books then. You needed to be a supervisor to do 
that.”  
 

“One of the skills I brought to the job was my ability 
to draw. I had also studied art for four years and 
have sold my paintings and sketches. I started help-
ing with posters and materials for the children’s  
programs and soon if there was a need for a drawing 
or poster, I did it. It’s been quite a journey going 
from being a library page to supervising 12-15  
people. I learn something new every day.” 
 

“Memories that will stay with me are the moms and 
kids who have come back to see me at the library. I 
remember one mom who brought her son in to get 
information to write a school essay. She came back 
to announce that her son got an ‘A’ on the essay. 
Years later she shared that he was working in the 
White House for President Bush. I’m proud that I 
was able to help someone (Continued on page two.) 

Honoring 45 Years of Service 

Carl Underhill 

 
Spotlight On… 

The Active Learning Center  

The Active Learning Center (ALC) is a free, educa-
tionally rich children's play space that provides  
developmentally private play activities to promote 
school readiness in children from birth to five  
years old. 
 

Located on the 2nd floor of Main Library, 100 South 
Andrews Avenue in Fort Lauderdale, the ALC is  
designed to look like a seaside village, providing  
children the opportunity to cook and clean in the 
playhouse, shop at miniature stores, play on a boat 
in a Big Blue Ocean, cuddle sea animals in Baby 
Bay, ride a train downtown, perform shows on a 
stage and explore countless bins of books and 
building and play materials.  The free-flowing  
model village allows (Continued on page two.) 



The Active Learning Center 
(Continued from page one) 
 

the library to develop flexible strategies  
for creative play as children experiment,  
interact, try new items and problem solve. 
Parents and caregivers can look for teacha-
ble moments, asking open-ended questions 
that build imagination and understanding. 
The ALC received a 2018 Florida Library As-
sociation’s Youth Services Excellence Award 
and a 2018 National Association of Counties 
Achievement Award. 

Groups and preschools with children birth  
to five may contact the library at 954- 
357-7444 to arrange special group visits. 
Early learning educators may request a  
special hands-on training, Interactive  
Manipulative Use in the Early Learning  
Classroom, through the Community  
Engagement section, at 954-357-7336. 

45 Years of Service  
(Continued from page one) 
 
in our community do well 
and find their path to  
working in the White 
House. Mothers come by  
all the time to share news. 
Twenty and thirty-year-olds 
stop me and say ‘I remem-
ber you. You were my  
librarian’”. 
 

“Books are our treasures. I remember a book called ‘The Little 
Blue Taxicab’ that shared an empowering, nonjudgmental  
story about relationships. I rediscovered it a few years ago  
and was able to buy it for my own home library. Life is about 
knowledge and books open doors. I even started working on 
my own children’s book to be called ‘Friendship’ about a 
friendship between two puppies.” 
 

“In the early days, we checked out books with checkout  
terminals. Now technology has made so much more possible. 
You can take classes, learn a language with Rosetta Stone, and 
access new skills without spending a penny on classes.  
It’s amazing all the things the library offers.” 
 

“For me, it’s time to ‘move on down the road’. I want to  
pursue my AA in art. I’d like to travel to Italy. My father was  
in the army and we moved constantly, so I’ve already lived in 
Europe. Someone recently asked, ‘Whatever happened to that 
children’s book you were writing?’ I said, ‘Don’t worry. It’s still 
up here in my head’”. 

The Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries Has A Published Author! 

The Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries member Steve Majsak has just published 
his first book. ABC Animals! is a children’s ABC book with real animal photographs. 
Friends board member Barbara Correll interviewed Steve on his book: 
 

Barbara: I loved your book and all its wonderful animals, photographed so close they 
almost leap off the page while others, like the owl, stare questioningly back at you.  
Add the bright, bold color, the engaging rhymed text and the embossed cover just 
asking to be petted and we have a book children will love. It’s quite an accomplish-
ment for a first book. 
 

Q: When did you decide to write a book? A: I’ve enjoyed photography for years and have captured animal 
photos from travels and from so many of our wonderful zoos. As I began retirement, I took an inventory of 
past photos and was surprised to find that I had almost all the animals photos from A to Z. 
 

Q: And that naturally led to a children's book.  What did you hope to accomplish with your book? 
A: Most children’s ABC books out there use cartoons or illustrations. I thought the opportunity to read to  
children about animals with real photos could connect parent, grandparents and (Continued on page four). 



The Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries assists in the promotion and development of the  
facilities of the Main Library and the Fort Lauderdale Branch to create public interest in the 
Broward County Library system, to promote understanding of its services an needs, to foster  
public support for the development of the library and to stimulate gifts of books, magazines,  
desirable collections, endowments and bequests. 

 What We’re Reading: His Truth is Marching On by John Meacham  
Reviewed by Michelle Kuzel  

Connect with The Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries 

Mr. Meacham is a Pulitzer Prize winning presidential historian, an author of several New York 
Times bestsellers as well as a contributing writer for the New York Times Book Review.  
Perusing his titles, one sees a spiritual bent toward the presentation of historical facts.  
Many books may cover those painful eras  in a more clinical approach, but here the common 
thread is the unshakeable belief of John Lewis in the ability of all people to love each other. 
Here he focuses on John Lewis’ childhood through 1968, a fraught time in history that will seem uncom-
fortably familiar to the modern reader.  
 

In a brief yet terrifying set up of  Lewis’ life story, the author begins as his great grandfather was born into 
slavery in 1862, but grew up as slavery was ended and Jim Crow laws abounded. Alabama resisted integra-
tion with all its might, and Meacham  described as “ a harrowing era to be black, Southern, and American.” 
Lewis’ family was not revolutionary, but hard working and church going. He was always drawn to the radi-
cal love preached in his church, and early in life felt called to preach the good news of the Gospel that all 
are loved by Christ. This theme runs through his life and the book in spite of the horrendous circumstances 
faced by African Americans working for social justice in the 1950’s and 60’s. 
 

Of course Dr. Martin Luther King figures prominently in the story, but Lewis was tremendously influenced 
by Rev. James M. Lawson, Jr., a member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a nonviolent pacifist organiza-
tion founded during World War I. At weekly workshops the twenty year old activists studied the theology 
of passive resistance, in pursuit of a society where all are living as children of God.  American philosopher 
Josiah Royce called it “the Beloved Community”. The excerpts recounted in this book of their speeches are 
beautiful and restorative, and alarmingly still relevant. Many references are made to theologians and schol-
ars that will be unfamiliar to the average reader, but their influence on the steadfast belief in non-violent 
protest and love of enemies is a thread that runs through the life and beliefs of John Lewis.le the book ends 
on a sad but true note with the assassinations of Martin Luther King, John and Robert Kennedy, John Lewis 
contributed an Afterword where he is still encouraging us all to strive for the Beloved Community. 
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ABC Animals! 
(Continued from page two) 

 

Check It Out!  
 

Hoopla is a FREE cloud-
based digital library ser-
vice that offers streaming  
movies and TV shows,  
music, and audiobooks to 

people with a public library membership.  

The first step is to go to Hoopla.com. You can 
do this on your phone, tablet or computer. 
Use the “get started” button to add an email 
and create a password. Then enter your 
Broward County Library card. Your pin is the 
last four digits of your phone number on  
record with the library. At last count over 
1,600 libraries including the Broward County  
Library were participating in Hoopla’s  
Free digital service.  
 

Among the free offerings is the Great Courses 
Library Collection BingePass with access to  
hundreds of popular courses. Science, history, 
geography, the human body, astronomy,  
computer sciences, stress and your body, 
chemistry, physics, screenwriting, yoga, busi-
ness skills and more are at your fingertips.  
Visit hoopla.com for more information. 

 

 

 Be An  
Informed 

Voter! 
 
 
 
 

Co-hosted with the  
Urban League of Broward County: 

 

Tuesday, July 26 at 6 pm: 
School Board District 5 

Thursday, July 28 at 6 pm:  
Florida House Districts 98 & 99 

Tuesday, Aug. 2 at 6 pm: 
U.S. Congressional District 20  

 

In case you missed them, the forum’s video  
recordings will also be uploaded to the  

League's YouTube Channel. 

children where we could actually talk about animals, tell 
children about our visits to zoos, and what the animals 
were like. It could create an opportunity to help children 
discover wildlife and getting them interested in a first  
family trip to a national park or a local zoo.  
 

Q: What gave you the  
audacity to think you  
actually could? 
A: I was lucky to be raised 
by parents who thought we 
could accomplish anything, 
and new projects were way 
to explore the world. I’m 
grateful for that upbringing. 
I just loved the animal  
photographs and had such  
a great response from  
others who enjoyed them.  
I thought, “Why not lay this  
out and see how it looked?” I laid it all out with the best 
animal photos and rhyming words and sent it to ask for 
feedback. The book editor loved it and said they wanted 
to publish it! 
 

Q: What was the book’s creative process like? 
A: My original layout had two to three animals per letter. 
It was tough giving up some of my favorite photos when 
we decided on a final format of one animal for each letter, 
but I was committed to the project, even driving four 
hours from Chicago to the Detroit Zoo to get a Yak photo-
graph for the letter “Y”. And when I got there it was facing 
the wrong way! 
 

Q: Has the success led you to think about another book? 
I don’t have another book in mind right now, but I’m open 
to another adventure. I’m enjoying volunteering with the 
Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries. I joined the Art  
of Photography International Meet Up group out of Fort 
Lauderdale and have had a great experience with their 
weekly Salon Photography Critique sessions. I just entered 
a competition to possibly have my photos included in an 
exhibit by local photographers at the Boca Raton Museum 
of Art. Wouldn’t that be exciting?! 
 

 
 

Mr. Majsak’s photography can be viewed on his  
website at: www.StudioStevePhotography.com 

His book is available from Amazon. 

Author Steve Majsak 


