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Rooms

Welcome to “Inside the World of Miniature Rooms”.

I’m grateful to the Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries for inviting me to speak with 
you about something near and dear to my heart.
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Sophia Harris
Administrator

I’m Sophia Harris. 

I’ve been involved with miniature rooms since my early childhood and an avid collector 
since my late teens, and serve as the Administrator of the International Guild of 
Miniature Artisans
.
The primary goal of The Guild is to promote fine miniatures as an art form, thus 
removing them from the category of crafts. 

We have members from all over the world and an incredible juried program for those 
that seek acknowledgment in their discipline.  Those would be Artisans and Fellows.  We 
welcome anyone with a love of miniatures with the desire to learn and excel.
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There is something amusing and magical about looking at a magnificent room and then 
seeing a human hand come into view. We realize that our whole sense of perspective 
has been challenged. That’s the magic of miniature rooms, and a testament to the 
remarkable detail created by artisans.

This is a room created and photographed by Christopher Toledo. Chis has attended our 
Guild School in Castine, Maine.

He said in an interview with My Modern Met, “Since I was a kid, I loved to create -- from 
building little houses out of sticks and pebbles in my backyard to painting portraits of my 
friends and family.” His father was also an influence as a contractor and a woodworker 
who passed down a love of furniture-making and architecture.
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min·i·a·ture
(mĭn′ē-ə-cho͝or′, -chər, mĭn′ə-)
n.
A model that represents or reproduces something in a 
greatly reduced size; 
Something small of its class.

• Today, the most common scale is 1/12 miniature scale
• Also known as one inch miniature scale. 
• Recent years have seen even smaller miniature scales 

gain traction. They include 1/24 miniature scale, 1/48 
miniature scale, and even 1/144 miniature scale. 

So lets get to the definition.

A miniature is an object at a reduced size.

For our current miniature rooms, most are created at a 1/12 size In this scale (ratio), one 
inch on the scale model or miniature is equal to twelve inches on the original object 
being copied. Depending on the application, this particular scale (ratio) is also called 
one-scale (since 1 inch equals 1 foot).
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King Tutankhamun

How back do miniature rooms go?

Archeologists discovered miniature boats placed in the tomb of King Tut in Egypt 5,000 
years ago. 

They made miniature replicas of boats, animals, furnishings, and even servants. These 
hand-crafted miniatures were placed in tombs within the pyramids to help those buried 
make the transition to the next life.
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“Baby Houses”
from the Netherlands, Holland, 
England and Germany (1600s)

Left: Dolls’ House of 
Petronella Oortman

• Wooden floors
• Expensive silk fabrics
• Silver 
• Furniture made of fine woods 

and ivory
• Tiny cellar filled with wine 

bottles that contained real wine

"Baby houses," which were also known as "cabinet houses," became a hit among 
wealthy patrons in Holland, England, and Germany about 400 years ago. 

Despite their name, these miniature houses were off limits for kids. That's because 
"baby houses" were collectible miniature pieces that featured many fine architectural 
details and had painstakingly crafted miniature furniture in their interiors.

Only the elite could afford them since their price could rival what an actual house could 
cost! 
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Peep Houses (1660s)

These are examples from the 1600s of “Peep Houses” that were designed with little 
holes that viewer could look thought to get multi-dimensional views of rooms.
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They also took great advantage of lines of perspective and clever placement of items to 
create a creative experience.

This is a “perspective” box by Pieter  Jaanssent Elinga in 1660
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Queen Mary’s Doll Houses (1920s)

One of the most ornate example of miniature rooms was that of Queen Mary, built 
between 1921 and 1924 by the renowned architect Edward Lutyens. These rooms 
featured contributions from around 1,500 leading artists, craftspeople and 
manufacturers of the early part of the 20th century.
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These are three more examples of the Queen Mary rooms.
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Narcissa Thorn

Perhaps the best known examples of miniature rooms are the Thorne Rooms collection 
at the Art Institute of Chicago.

Narcissa Thorn was the daughter-in-law of Montgomery Ward’s partner, George Thorne. 
She was an extraordinary woman who created unbelievable rooms that captured 
building styles from across the nation and throughout the world.
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Tennessee
Entrance 
Hall

The next slides showcase more of the Thorne Rooms.
This is a Tennessee Entrance Hall.
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French 
Boudoir of 
Louis XV

This is the French Boudoir of Louis XV.
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English
Roman Catholic
Gothic Church

This is a sanctuary from an English Roman Catholic Gothic Church.
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French
Bathroom 
and
Boudoir

This is a French bathroom and boudoir.
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Cape Cod Living Room

And here is a living room from Cape Cod on the east coast.
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The Three Rooms on Exhibit Today

The Antique Store The Gentleman’s Study The Silversmiths

Which brings us to the three wonderful miniature rooms on display here at the Broward 
County Library.

Yes, it’ true that these three “Tiny Treasures” are being auctioned today. There is a silent 
auction in progress which will be completed shortly after the end of this presentation. 
The rooms have EACH been valued at between $800 and $1,200 by Leslie Hindman 
Auctioneers in Chicago. All the proceeds from the auction of these rooms will support 
library programs here in Fort Lauderdale.

In the next slide, I’m going to take a closer look at some of the items in each of these 
room to give you a perspective on the creativity and craftsmanship in their design.
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The 
Antique
Store

The first room  we’re going to step into is the Antique Store.
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The chair in the window is a master work of art in miniature rooms. It was created by 
William Clinger. This has sold online for $300.

I also want to be sure you notice the wonderful tiny books on the table in the room, 
each with their own cover.
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There are also very tiny silverware settings and the smallest toast holder I’ve ever seen. 
Look at the tape measure placed in the room to give you  perspective of the size of 
these masterwork.

There’s also a wonderful blackamoor by designed John Hodgson that has retailed for 
$450. and a wonderful ceramic mermaid in the back corner of the room 
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The 
Gentleman’s 
Study

The next miniature room we’re visiting is the Gentleman’s Study.
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You can see that there is a remarkable set of silver dueling pistols in the room.

The tufted chair has been authenticated as being created by Gail Steffey and has retailed 
for $650.
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There is also a fantastic chess set with individual chess pieces in silver and gold.

Don’t miss the miniature artwork in each of the rooms. The detail on these miniature 
works of arts is actually a separate area of creative work in the miniature room 
community.
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The third room we are are visiting is the Silversmiths.
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Along one wall of the Silversmiths is a wall of individually crafted silver objects. We have 
not been able to determine whether they are made in silver or are possibly a molded 
silver alloy, but the craftmanship is wonderful.

The tall sterling silver candlestick on the lower shelf are by Obadiah Fisher and the pair 
have retailed for  $1,600
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The silver tray with amazing elements that are just a fraction of an inch are a wonder. 
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And don’t miss the little silverware wood case on the upper shelf in the room. 

We have tried to authenticate this as being created by Richard Simms of the actual 
silverware in the wooden holder as being made by Peter Acquisto. If they are authentic, 
they would be highly sought-after items.’

So please do take the opportunity to enjoy these tiny treasure because they will be gone 
after today. 
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For those interested in looking at incredible 
collections, please consider:

• The Kansas City Museum of Toys and 
Miniatures in Kansas City, MO

• The Kentucky Gateway Museum in 
Maysville, KY

• The Mini Time Machine in Tucson, AZ

Other Wonderful Collections Across the Country

For those interested in looking at incredible collections, please consider:

The Kansas City Museum of Toys and Miniatures in Kansas City, MO

The Kentucky Gateway Museum in Maysville, KY

The Mini Time Machine in Tucson, AZ
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Robert Off Videos
• Miniatures as an Artform           
• Creation of Miniature Rooms

Wikipedia:
• Peep Boxes
• Queen Mary’s dollhouse
• The Thorn Rooms

Your Library

There are a number of other great ways you can learn more about miniature rooms.

Nationally recognized miniature room builder and lecturer Robert Off has written a 
wonderful book called “the Interion Gaze”. We are also please you let you know that he 
has donated his book to this auction today and has also donated a copy to the Broward 
County library, so you can check it our with your library card.

Mr. Off also has a number of videos online showing the history of miniature rooms and 
the step-by-step process he uses to create his miniature room. Google Robert Off to 
access these videos.
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Two special thanks before we go.

Thank you to the Broward County Library for making this exhibit and presentation 
available. We especially want to acknowledge Sebastian Perez and Steve Rodeberg for 
their amazing help and support of this exhibit.
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www.libraryfriends-ftl.org

And I want to thank The Friends of Fort Lauderdale Libraries for developing this event 
and connecting us to the community. 

The Friends of the Fort Lauderdale Libraries assists in the promotion and development of 
the facilities of the Main Library and the Fort Lauderdale Branch to create public interest 
in the Broward County Library system, to promote understanding of its services and 
needs, to foster public support for the development of the library and to stimulate gifts 
of books, magazines, desirable collections, endowments and bequests.

That sounds like a lot (and it is!) I hope you’ll consider joining the Friends with an annual 
donation of $20 to become a member. It’s a great investment to keep programs like this 
– and our libraries – strong.

The silent auction will be closing in 20 minutes.
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